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and unbashed, thank you. You don't give off the false impression that you believe in shades of grey. You don't. You believe in
shades of black and white." "Celia will appreciate that. But does she appreciate _you_? Like me, I mean? Where do you stand
with her? And what's the deal with her and that friend of hers?" "What deal with me and Celia? That's a question best left for
another time. As for the friend, I'm not sure I know her, although she _does_ seem to be able to identify me. She's been hanging
around a lot lately. I think she's in love with me." Henry cast me a sidelong glance. "What?" I snorted. "Not me, you. I think
she's in love with _you_." "Really?" he said. "Well, if that's true, she's been deceiving herself all along. From what I hear, you
and Celia are an item. I've never heard anything to suggest otherwise." "And what about you and Celia?" I asked. "She doesn't
have a thing for you, does she? You're just good friends, right?" Henry turned away and slouched onto his bed. "You know,
Miss Fontaine, your questions are becoming increasingly desperate. Celia and I are friends. There's no other word for it."
"That's all you need to say, then," I said. "I can accept it. I understand. Besides, from what I can see, you two are a fine pair."
"That's not what I asked you. What about you and Celia? Are you just good friends?" My fingers drummed the mattress. I knew
what he wanted, even if he didn't. I could tell by the way he was looking at me. In the end, I had to say it. I'd been struggling
with this for months. "If you must know, I'm in love with her, Henry. I guess you could say I've been in love with her all along."
"But you don't believe in shades of grey, do you? Not if there's an option of black or white." I turned away and shrugged. "You
heard what she said." "Did I say that?" he asked. "I've been thinking about it. I f3e1b3768c
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